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Objectives

• To present the Philippine CPG on DLBCL, diagnosis and treatment

• To discuss challenges in the diagnosis and treatment of lymphoma in 
the Philippines

• To demonstrate government initiatives to address these concerns
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Caveats

• IHC’s are not readily available in all hospitals, especially in 
government hospitals
• Most hospitals carry CD20 only, some with CD3 stains

• Contrast-enhanced CT scan is standard



Lymphoma Clinic – 
St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City
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DISEASE STATUS

Unpublished Data

No definite diagnosis 
- Used FNA
No classification of lymphoma
- CD20 only
No PET CT scan
- CT scan inconclusive
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What are the treatment 
strategies for DLBCL in the 

adult population?



1Worldometer.  U.N. Dept. of Economic 
and Social Affairs - Population Division. 
World Population Prospects:  The 2024 Revision.
2Insurance Commission, Department of Finance 
as of 25 august 2025.

All Filipinos are covered by Philhealth
Insurance penetration increased to 1.79%
     -  6% (7 million) are covered by private HMO’s 2



Government assistance



Lymphoma Philippines



Philippine National Formulary

• includes medicines that satisfy the priority health care needs of the 
population and are selected based on evidence of their efficacy, 
safety, and comparative cost- effectiveness

• updated annually

• Rituximab and most cytotoxic agents are included

• Other novel agents are not included
• BTKi’s, ADC’s, other mAb’s, BiTE’s

Philippine National Formulary 8th edition.
Department of Health, Pharmaceutical Division



Lymphoma Clinic – 
St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City
• 1st in the Philippines

• Under the Cancer Institute, St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City

• Composed of specialists caring for lymphoma patients

• Activities:
• Lymphoma consultations (challenging and rare cases)

• Weekly MDT

• Collect data

• Post-graduate course

• Lay fora



Lymphoma Clinic – 
St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City

2023 2024 2025 TOTAL

Hodgkin Lymphoma 6 13 7 26

DLBCL 12 27 16 55

High Grade B cell lyphoma 5 4 3 12

B cell NHL 7 2 2 11

Burkiit Lymphoma 0 0 0 0

Follicular Lymphoma 5 5 2 12

Mantle Cell Lymphoma 0 6 1 7

Primary Mediasitnal B cell Lymphoma 1 3 1 5

Primary CNS lymphoma 0 2 1 3

EMZL 2 3 2 7

ALK negative ALCL 1 0 1 2

Small Lymphocytic Lymphoma 1 3 1 5

NK Tcell Lymphoma 2 1 1 4

Peripheal T cell Lymphoma, NOS 2 2 2 6

Cutaneous T cell Lymphoma 2 1 3 6

Angioimmunoblastic T Cell Lymphoma 0 1 0 1

others: atypical lymphoid proliferation, et; 
Castleman disease

3
2 2 7

Total 49 75 45 169



Lymphoma Clinic – 
St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City

Case No

Diffuse Large B cell Lymphoma 55

Hodgkin Lymphoma 26

High Grade B cell lymphoma 12

Follicular Lymphoma 12

B cell NHL 11

Extranodal Marginal Zone Lymphoma 7

Mantle Cell Lymphoma 7

Peripheral T cell Lymphoma, NOS 6

Cutaneous T cell Lymphoma 6

Primary Mediastinal B cell Lymphoma 5

Small Lymphocytic Lymphoma 5



Lymphoma Clinic – 
St. Luke’s Medical Center Quezon City
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Love what you do…
It makes working easier
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